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The only pharmacy in Pateley
Bridge could be forcedtocut
staffand servicesif changes
to Government funding go
ahead.

Pateley Bridge Pharmacy cus-
tomers may have to travel to
Ripon orGrassingtonif€170m
in NHS cash paid torunchem-
istsin England isremoved.

Samina Khan, who has
been a pharmacist in Pateley
Bridge for more than eight
years, said: “The Government
needstounderstand pharma-
cies like Pateley Bridge are an
important aspect of the com-
munity and funding should
not be cut.

“Ifthey cut fundingit'stak-
ing away the wages of mem-
bersof staff.

“I'm hoping we won't close
but there is a risk of job cuts
and services being cut - for
example, we go out and visit
patients inhospital.

“Quite a lot of our patients
areelderlyorliveontheirown
and we can be their first port

of call. We have built a strong
relationship with them by
s:le)g.orﬁng them in times of
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She said other businesses
inthe town had asked forcop-
iesof a petition tohand out to
their customers, concerned
that there would be a knock-
on effect if services at the

prominent High Street phar- -

ma%wem cut back.

e petition has received
around 1,500signatureslocal-
lyand can be found at Pateley
Bridge Pharmacy or online at
www.supportyourlocalphar-
maey.org.

Jack Davies, chief execu-
tive of Community Pharma-
ey North Yorkshire, which
represents all NHS pharma-
¢y contractors, estimated
that 2,500-3,000 pharmacies
acrossthecountry could beaf-
fected by the cuts.

He said the Government's
changes were similar to the
recently scrapped proposals
to force all schools to become
academies.

“Itismostly small pharma-
cies that will be affected.
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